
There is increased focus on food and fibre 
producTion in norThern ausTralia in line 
wiTh shifTs in climaTe ouTlook and waTer 
availabiliTy.

Flinders, Richmond and McKinlay Shires in 

north-west Queensland hold large quantities 

of high-value soil, water, and sunshine 

resources suited to irrigated agriculture.

Local Government’s development agenda is 

to achieve sustainable economic and social 

growth.   

The region welcomes the interest in irrigation 

and value-added farming, with the attraction 

of stronger economic diversification.

Areas are suited to agricultural development, 

where there is the opportunity to match 

affordable land with water for irrigation. 

The policy framework sits with the North-

West Queensland Regional Plan 2010, the 

Gulf Water Resource Plan 2007, and the Gulf 

Water Resource Operations Plan 2010.

IrrIgatIon opportunItIes In  
the Flinders river Ag Precinct 
norTh-wesT Queensland

avaIlable wAter
The Flinders is a regionally significant water 

resource with an average annual total river 

flow of 3,800,000 ML.  Rising on the west 

of the Great Divide and fed by seasonal 

monsoon rains it flows 1004 KM west and 

then north-west into the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

The Gulf Resource Operations Plan allocates 

80,000 ML per annum as a strategic reserve for 

the region’s economic development. This water, 

allocated over the entire length of the Flinders, 

is available for potential irrigation development. 

The plan is to utilise those water resources 

adjacent to good quality agricultural land.

River dams, off-stream storages, and on-

farm ring tanks, and non-artesian aquifers 

have been considered in various water-

harvesting options. 

Small-scale irrigated cropping has been 

successful.

The on-farm storage approach favours the 

concept of an irrigated agricultural precinct 

where cropping is located on a mosaic of 

smaller pockets of land. The mosaic precinct 

design uses the best-suited soils and reduces 

the risk for off-site impacts, delivering 

productivity and environmental safeguard.



Development temPlAte 

Further InFormatIon And contAct

populatIon centres

Investors are targeted to bring in capital and 

expertise, to enable sustainable development 

with high-level agricultural science 

technologies suited to the dry tropics and 

water-use efficiency.

Success calls for investment in water 

harvesting and storage, and drainage 

infrastructure. 

The business development template will 

integrate existing extensive grazing with 

more intensive irrigation farming.

The State is yet to advise on the ballot 

process for future water allocation, currently 

under development.

Hughenden (400 KM), Richmond (500 KM), 

and Julia Creek (630 KM) are located west 

of Townsville and east of Mount Isa on the 

Flinders Highway, and 1700 KM northeast 

of Brisbane. Essential services for residents 

and surrounding properties include health, 

housing, education, public safety and 

transport, thrice-weekly air service, and rail 

freight to Townsville and Mount Isa. Townsville 

is the principal shipping port. Energy supply is 

66kV via the National Grid. The Copper String 

project looks to enhance the region’s power 

supply. Residential, rural-residential, and 

industrial land is available with capacity to 

absorb increases in population and business.

Flinders shire CounCil

34 Gray Street

Hughenden QLD 4821

+61 (0)7 4741 2900

www.flinders.qld.gov.au

riChmond shire CounCil

50 Goldring Street  

Richmond QLD 4822

+61 (0)7 4741 3277

www.richmond.qld.gov.au

mCKinlay shire CounCil 

29 Burke Street   

Julia Creek QLD  4823

+61 (0)7 4746 7166

www.mckinlay.qld.gov.au

mount isa townsville 

eConomiC Zone inC (miteZ)

PO Box 1258  

Mount Isa QLD 4825

+61 (0)4 1771 9224

+61 (0)7 4743 3488

www.mitez.com.au

Queensland Government

department employment, 

eConomiC development,  

and innovation

75 Camooweal Street  

Mount Isa QLD 4825

+61 (0)7 4747 2144

Favourable geogrAPhy, climAte, And soil
This inland dry tropics region has vast tracts 

of fertile land in rolling Mitchell Grass downs 

country, intersected by the Flinders River, 

one of Australia’s longest rivers. 

In an economy underpinned by livestock 

grazing and beef production this country 

supports the north-west’s extensive grass-

fed beef cattle grazing industry. 

Climate is semi-arid, high summer 

temperatures and dry, cool to mild, winters. 

On average the daytime temperature rises 

above 35oC on 142 days a year. Average 

annual rainfall is 477 MM, mainly summer 

rain through December to March. 

Soils are predominantly self mulching 

cracking clays in the Julia and Balbirini 

Landscapes.

A cropping season extending from late 

summer through to the end of autumn / early 

spring (January to August) avoids crop growth 

in periods of high summer temperature and 

high water evaporation. 
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